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Recommended Reading 
                   Book Title                                             Author                                  ISBN                          Publisher                               
Underground Warfare 1914 -1918              Simon Jones                               184415962-0                 Pen & Sword 
The Somme Battlefields                              Martin & Mary Middlebrook         0-14-012847-6              Penguin 

Forgotten Voices of the Victoria Cross        Roderick Bailey & IWM               978-0-0919-3816-1       Ebury Press 

The Battlefields of the First World War       Peter Barton  &  IWM                  978-1-84529-884-5       Constable & Robinson Ltd. 

Detectives uncover treasure trove of stolen cash, property worth up to $6.5million 
 
Thursday, 29th December, 2011, 12:09:28 PM 
As a result of inquiries, Police executed a search warrant on a storage unit in Crystal Street at Waterloo, in  Syd-
neyôs inner-south, on Wednesday, 28th December, 2011. They allegedly recovered up to $4million in     Australian 
currency, a large amount of foreign cash, 120kg of silver bullion, thousands of pieces of gold and silver jewellery, 
precious stones, antiques, heirlooms, fraudulent identification, and five firearms and ammunition, worth up to $6.5 
million 
It is reported that a genuine WW1 Victoria Cross was found among the items. No details have been   released as 
yet but, if correct, it must have some time ago as none have been reported missing for a number of years.  
The last Victoria Cross to be stolen is believed to be that of William Faulds in October, 1994, from a  display in the 
National Museum of Military History, Johannesburg.  
Two men, aged 33 and 56, were arrested on19th December, 2011.They are currently on remand.  
 

For a list of lost or stolen VCõs Visit http://www.victoriacross.org.uk/aastolen.htm 

© 2012 The Nottingham & Nottinghamshire Victoria Cross Committee 

If you would like to advertise your business, then please contact us. All advertising income goes directly 
to the Fund. It helps your business and our fund raising. 

Websites of interest  
La Boisselle Study Group    http://www.laboisselleproject.com/ 

Jeremy Banning B Eng (Hons), MA    http://jeremybanning.co.uk/ 
War Grave Heritage     http://www.wargravesheritage.org.uk/ 
The Victoria Cross Society    http://www.victoriacrosssociety.com/index.html 

Ian Skoop Stewartôs Victoria Cross website  http://www.victoriacross.org.uk/vcross.htm 
The Western Front Association website    http://www.westernfrontassociation.com/ 

Presentation and Talk. 
Tony, our Chairman, has put together a Powerpoint Presentation about the twenty Nottinghamshire Victoria 

Cross recipients, and the formation of the Committee. It lasts about fifty minutes, plus any discussion after. 
It is done free of charge to Groups, Schools, Clubs, etc, but any donation to our Fund would be gratefully 

accepted. Please email us for further details - address below 
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To celebrate the unveiling of the long awaited Harry Churchill Beet VC Memorial Plaque in 
St. Mary and All Saints Church, Bingham ,Nottinghamshire. 

 
This issue contains information and photographs about this Bingham man who was 
awarded our Countryôs highest award for valour in the face of the enemy. 

 
The Service of Dedication on 29th January, 2012, conducted by the Reverend David Harper, the 

Plaque Dedication by The Bishop of Sherwood, The Rt. Reverend A. Porter, 
and unveiling of the Plaque by the Mayor of Bingham, Councillor Mrs Maureen Stockwood. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The Committee is willing to work with any other like minded Group throughout the UK, with the aim to   
further the remembrance of these brave men, to educate, and to give further understanding of our  

Nationôs highest award for bravery in the face of the enemy.  

Victoria 

 Cross 

Kingôs South 

Africa Medal 

Harry Churchill Beet VC Medal Group 



Entrance to a tunnel which is 
being excavated at La Boiselle 

Chris Stewart          Peter Barton         Tony Higton Inside tunnel entrance 

La Boisselle.  
We will follow this project throughout 2012 and publish more details in following Newsletters 

Following a visit to The La Boisselle Tunnellers Project on the Somme last October, members of the N&NVCC 
decided to research the actions of the three men who were to be awarded the Victoria Cross. We are now in the 
process of       conducting this investigation. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

La Boisselle and the three Victoria Crosses. 
T/ Lt.. Col. Adrian, Carton De-Wiart ,Killinardrish Cemetery, County Cork, Ireland. 

Private Thomas George Turrell, Robin Hood Cemetery, Solihull.                       
Lt.. Thomas Orde Lawder Wilkinson, Thiepval Memorial, Pier 11A. 

                                         
La  Boisselle is a small village, and was a German strongpoint northeast of Albert, France. It was on the front line 
on 1st July, 1916, at the beginning of the Battle of the Somme. The following is a very brief account of the three VC 
actions 

 
 Lt. Col. Adrian, Carton De-Wiart VC 

The first of our recipients received the VC for actions fought on 3rd July at La Boisselle. He was Commander of the 
8th Gloucester Regt, 57th Brigade, which moved into the line on the evening of 2nd July. At 11:00am the following 
day, the   Germans had been reinforced and were attacking La Boisselle. Lt/Col De Wiart was awarded his VC for 
most conspicuous bravery, coolness and determination during the severe fighting by the Battalion. Losing 6 of his 
brother officers, he pressed home the British attack with courage. Three other Battalions were involved and had 
lost their Commanders, so Lt/Col De Wiart took over the running of these Battalions as well. He was frequently 
exposed to fire whilst organising their efforts, and his gallantry was an inspiration to all. 

He was presented with his Victoria Cross on 29th November,1916, by the King, at Buckingham Palace. 

 

Private Thomas George Turrell VC. 
At the same time as Lt/Col De Wiart was winning his VC, Thomas was in the 10th Worcester Regt, also part of the 
57th Brigade. Turrellôs VC was awarded for conspicuous bravery and devotion to duty. During a bombing attack he 
and a small party were carrying out against the enemy, his officer, Lt. Jennings, was badly wounded. Having pene-
trated the enemy lines, Private Turrell remained with his officer for 3 hours despite being under heavy machine gun 
fire and bombing, and cut off from his own front line. He held his ground with determination, and finally carried the 
officer back to his own lines. 

He was presented with his Victoria Cross on 30th December, 1916, at Buckingham Palace. 

 

Lt. Thomas Orde Lawder Wilkinson VC. 
He was in the 7th Battalion Loyal North Lancashire Regt..On 4th July, the Germans were attacking La Boisselle, and 
Lt.   Wilkinson was awarded the VC for conspicuous bravery for the following actions. A group of British soldiers 
were         retiring having left their machine gun behind. Lt. Wilkinson rushed forward with two of his men, got the 
machine gun back into action, and held up the enemy. As the German advance was checked, he forced his way 
forward and found four men of different units taking cover behind a block of earth. He mounted a machine gun on 
the block of earth, and dispersed the enemy. 
Subsequently, he made two gallant attempts to bring in a wounded man. On the second attempt he was shot 
through the heart. His body was lost, and he received the Victoria Cross posthumously. 

 

 

And for the few who not only held a Victoria Cross but went on to achieve a second commendation, a óBarô  attach-

ment was created. The original warrant states that:- 

óIt is ordained that anyone who, after having received the Cross, shall again perform an Act of Bravery which, if he 
had not received such a Cross, would have entitled him to it, such further act shall be recorded by a Bar  attached to 

the riband by which the cross is suspended and for every additional act of bravery an additional Bar may be added.ô 

To this day, only three people have ever been awarded a Victoria Cross and Bar. Noel Chavasse and Arthur Martin-
Leake, both doctors in the Royal Army Medical Corps for rescuing wounded under fire, and a New     Zealander, 

Captain Charles Upham, for displays of calm competence in the face of the enemy.  

Recipients 

The first investiture of the Victoria Cross saw sixty two recipients receive their medal, including backdated awards to 
1854, to acknowledge acts of bravery during the Crimean War. It is generally accepted that the first official recipient 

was Lt. Charles D. Lucas R.N., serving on HMS Hecla in 1854 and granted for:-  

óé..a remarkable instance of coolness and presence of mind in action, he having taken up, and thrown overboard, a 

live shell thrown on board the ñHeclaò by the enemy when the fuse was burningé..ô  

Further warrants allowed for the Victoria Cross to be awarded posthumously, to men from the Indian Army, and to 
men serving in the RAF. Uniquely, in 1921, the Victoria Cross was awarded to the óUnknown Soldierô of the US 
Army to mark the contribution of US soldiers during the Great War. Admiral Lord Beatty laid the medal on his tomb 
in Arlington Cemetery. Other unusual incidents surrounding the award of the Victoria Cross include the two occa-
sions where it has been awarded to a father and son, and the two instances of it being awarded to brothers, once 
during the Indian Mutiny and once during the Great War. There is also the extraordinary case of the Gough family, 

who collectively received three medals between 1857 and 1903.  

In 1856, Queen Victoria also placed a medal under the foundations of Netley Military Hospital. When the hospital 

was demolished in 1966, the ñNetley Victoria Crossò was given to the Army Services Museum in Aldershot. 

To date, 1356 Victoria Crosses have been awarded in the 154 years of its existence. 

Although the Victoria Cross is made of a valueless metal, what it represents and the rarity of the medal make it 
extremely valuable. It is still regarded as the highest possible military honour. In 2004, a national Victoria and 
George Cross Memorial was instated in Westminster Abbey, next to the tomb of the Unknown Soldier. A Service of 
Remembrance followed on 26th June, 2006, to mark 150 years of the inception of the medal.  
 

 

HTTP://WWW.HANCOCKS-LONDON.COM/DEFAULT.HTML 



 

THE VICTORIA CROSS  FACTS         

The Victoria Cross owes its evolution to the The Crimean War (1854-1856), when it was realised that no award was 
open to all soldiers regardless of rank. William Howard Russell of the Times, documented numerous unrewarded 
acts of gallantry by the British forces sparking huge debates on the issue of recognising sacrifice and bravery. It 

became clear that a new kind of decoration was required. 

On 19th December,1854, Captain G.T. Scobell, moved in the House of Commons óto institute an Order of Merit to 
be bestowed upon persons serving in the Army or Navy for distinguished and prominent personal gallantry during 

the present war and to which every grade and individual may be admissibleô.  

By 1855, after much active involvement, Queen Victoria had issued a warrant that officially constituted the   Victoria 
Cross. The Queen was determined that this new medal would become something prized above all other awards in 

the military.  

It was stated that this new Victoria Cross should only be awarded for óémost conspicuous bravery, or some daring 

or pre-eminent act of valour or self-sacrifice, or extreme devotion to duty in the presence of the enemyô 

After several submissions and amendments, designs submitted by Lord Panmure were approved and, in March 
1856, the War Office instructed Hancocks to produce 106 Victoria Cross medals. A duty that the Company  upholds 

proudly to the present day. 

Metal and manufacture of The Victoria Cross 

Unlike any other award for gallantry, The Victoria Cross is not made in a die. It is not struck as other coins or med-
als but, largely due to the type of metal it is made from, it is cast.. The obverse and reverse are then hand finished 
and chased even to the minutest of detail. Finally, the medal receives a special bronze finish that gives it a distinc-

tive colour. 

Each of the Crosses is cast from the bronze casabel of two cannons captured from the Russians during the Cri-
mean War. There has been some debate over the origin of the cannon/source of the metal, and it is possible that 
the cannons were in fact Chinese. Irrespective of this, the remaining metal from these cannons is still used to pro-

duce Victoria Crosses today, and is kept under lock and key by the Ministry of Defence.  

The Medal itself 

Each medal bears the crown of Saint Edward surmounted by a lion with the inscription óFor Valourô. The medal is 
suspended from a bar decorated with laurel leaves through which a red ribbon passes (originally a blue ribbon for 
Navy and red for Army, but uniformed in 1920). On the reverse of this bar the recipientôs name is engraved, as well 
as Rank, Regiment and Unit. On the reverse of the medal itself, the date of the recipientôs act of bravery is engraved 

at the centre. 

 

Charitable Status. 
Since the last issue of the Newsletter, the Committee is pleased to announce that Charitable Status in 
England & Wales has been granted to The Nottingham & Nottinghamshire Victoria Cross Committee, 
Registration No 1144298. This follows a period of both writing and adopting a Constitution, a Child Pro-
tection Policy, and a Working with Vulnerable Adults Policy. 
It was very refreshing to see how thorough the checking carried out by the Charity Commission was in  
respect of individual Trustees, and of accounts and documentation submitted by  the group. 

The next stage is for the Committee to register with the HMRC in order to benefit from VAT exemption, 

and to enable tax to be reclaimed on gift aid and thereby make the best use of any donations that people 

make. Both of these concessions will make a great deal of difference to our fund raising in respect of 

current and future projects. 

Citation 

Flying Officer Garland was the pilot and Sergeant Gray the observer of the leading machine of a formation of five 

aircraft that were ordered to destroy at all costs a bridge over the Albert Canal which had not been demolished by 

the land forces and was allowing the Germans to advance into Belgium. In spite of very heavy defence of the area 

surrounding the bridge, the formation made a successful dive-bombing attack from the lowest practicable altitude, 

after releasing their bombs they were attacked by a large number of enemy fighters. Only one aircraft of the five 

returned to its base. Much of the success of the operation must be attributed to the formation leader, Flying Officer 

Garland, and to the coolness and resource of Sergeant Gray, who navigated the leading aircraft under most difficult 

conditions in such a manner that the whole formation, although it subsequently suffered heavy losses, was able 

successfully to attack the target. 

Sergeant (Observer) Thomas Gray VC 
12th Squadron RAF 

12th May 1940, aged 26. 

F/O (Pilot) Donald Edward Garland VC  
12th Squadron RAF 

12th May 1940, aged 21. 

Heverlee War Cemetery 
 The citation in "The London Gazette," for 11th June, 1940, gives the  details, of two very brave men that fought 

together and sadly died together, Both men were awarded the Victoria Cross for their action, below is the citation for 

Garland VC, Grayôs Citation is almost the same, we will cover them more in future issue's 
 

 

 

 

 

His brothers, Flt. Lieut. 
Patrick James Garland, Flt. 

Lieut. John Cuthbert Garland 
and Pilot Offr. Desmond 

William Garland, also died 

Fairley Battle 

Garland VC & Gray VC  



Captain Harry Churchill Beet VC 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A Brief History of the life and family of Harry Churchill Beet VC         
Harry Churchill Beet was born on the 1st April, 1875, at Brackendale Farm, Bingham, the son of William John Arthur 
Beet, a stone mason and sculptor. His mother Elizabeth Beet, nee (Churchill), was born at North Curry, Somerset, 
in1847, a dress maker by trade. His father died in early 1888. 
Harryôs parents, William and Elizabeth, married early in 1870 at Williton, Somerset, and lived on Main Road, Aslock-
ton, for a short time. By the 1881 Census, they had moved back to Bingham and lived on Long Acre Street.  
Harry had an older sister, Elizabeth Louisa Beet, born Winter of 1871. She married Henry Scattergood, and went on 
to have three daughters. Harryôs younger brothers, William Churchill Beet, born 7th October, 1876, at  Bingham, who 
was a lace hand in 1891, and John Churchill Beet born 4th February, 1879, also in Bingham, who was a plumberôs 
apprentice in 1891. 
                                                                                                             
Harryôs Grandfather was William Beet, born circa 1824 in Bingham. He was the son of Thomas Beet born circa 
1791, also of Brackendale Farm, Bingham (73 acres rented from the Earl of Chesterfield). William Beetôs death was 
registered late 1903 at Bingham. 
Grandmother was Elizabeth Beet (nee Barnes), born circa 1815 in Stathern, Leicestershire; recorded as Charlotte 
Beet in the 1861 Census. She died in1890. 
Grandfather John Churchill, born circa1827 at Old Cleve, Somerset. 
Grandmother Louisa Churchill (nee Hill), born circa 1821 at Otterford, Somerset. 
Harry married Annie Brown, born circa 1872 in England.                                
1891 Census: - The 1891 census reveals that Harry Churchill Beet, aged approximately 17 years, was employed as 
a bakerôs apprentice, in Kettering, Northampton. It also revealed that he had been born in Bingham, Nottingham-
shire. 
Service: - Harry joined the 1st Battalion Derbyshire Regiment (Later the Sherwood Foresters) on 18th February, 
1892. He embarked for India during January 1894, and served throughout the fighting on the Punjab Frontier during 
1897-1898. He was promoted to Corporal and received the India Medal with two clasps. 
By the time that the Boer War broke out, Harryôs Battalion was stationed in Malta. The No 2 Mounted Infantry Com-
pany of the 1st Battalion Derbyshire Regiment embarked for South Africa under the immediate command of Captain 
P.  Leveson-Gower. 
 
The Derbyshire Regiment saw action many times, engaging the enemy on 28 occasions in battles and skirmishes. 
On one occasion, Corporal Beet and his comrades covered 400 miles in 45 days. 
On 22nd April ,1900, Corporal Beet won the Victoria Cross, which was Gazetted on 12th February 1901 for the fol-
lowing action. 
 

                 H C Beet VC                Annie Beet          Harry Beet Jnr 

Harry and wife Annie with son Harry Jnr 
In Canada late 1920 or early 1930s 

Harry wearing his VC & Medals 

 

Harry Beet Jnr 



 

The Tiger Inn 

The Tiger House was bright with decorations and ñWelcome Homeò streamers on 2nd Sep-

tember 1902. The war in South Africa was at an end and Sergeant Beet had won the highest 

honour in the British Army, The Victoria Cross, while serving with the 1st Battalion Sher-

wood Foresters. In Army Orders, he was raised to the rank of Sergeant for ñConspicuous 

Gallantry in the fieldò. He arrived at Southampton and travelled to Derby by train, where he 

was met by Councillor Meakin, of the Tiger Inn. He arrived  at Long Eaton at about 8:15 

pm. They came by way of College Road which was lined on every side by spectators. On 

the bridge side, a torch light procession was formed and thousands followed him to the 

Market Place and the Tiger Inn for an evening of merriment. His mother was living at 135 

Sawley Road and his sister, Mrs Scattergood, lived at 30 Cobden Street.  

Harry Beet just after bring presented 

with the Victoria Cross 

 

   

VC Citation. ï The award of the Victoria Cross for action at Wakkerstroom, Transval, South Africa, on 22nd April 
1900, was published on page 1059 of the London Gazette, Number 27283, dated 12th February, 1901. 
 
Citation Reads: - On 22nd April 1900 Corporal Harry Churchill Beet was with the 1st Battalion of the Derbyshire 
Regiment, No 2 Mounted Infantry Company, at Wakkerstroom, Transval, South Africa, also with them were two 
Squadrons of the Imperial Yeomanry. 
They were fighting an action, and had to retire from a nearby farm, under a ridge held by the Boers. Corporal Bur-
nett of the Imperial Yeomanry, was left on the ground wounded, and Corporal Beet on seeing him remained behind, 
and placed him undercover, bound up his wounds, and by firing prevented the Boers from coming down to the farm 
�X�Q�W�L�O���D�I�W�H�U���G�D�U�N�����D�W���Z�K�L�F�K���S�R�L�Q�W���'�R�F�W�R�U���:�L�O�V�R�Q���R�I���W�K�H���,�P�S�H�U�L�D�O���<�H�R�P�D�Q�U�\���F�D�P�H���W�R���W�K�H���Z�R�X�Q�G�H�G���P�D�Q�¶�V���D�V�V�L�V�W�D�Q�F�H�� 
The retirement was carried out under very heavy fire, with Corporal Beet being exposed to the fire during the whole 
afternoon. 
 
Corporal Harry Churchill Beet was presented with the Victoria Cross at the capital of Natal on the 14th August,1901, 
by HRH The Duke of York (the future King George V), along with six other VCs  
He was wounded on 9th December, 1901, near Virginia, and promoted to Sergeant for service in the field by Lord    
Kitchener. Harry also served with the South Notts Hussars from 1903 to 1905. 
Harry emigrated to Saskatchewan in 1906 and joined the Saskatchewan Light Horse on 29th December, 1914, at   
Winnipeg, serving both in Canada and England. He was Gazetted a temporary Lieutenant of the 32nd Reserve        
Canadian Infantry Battalion on 21st February, 1916, and fought with the Canadian Expeditionary Force on the West-
ern Front. He retired as an Honorary Captain on the 3rd September, 1919. 
Between the wars, Harry was a farmer in Saskatchewan, Canada. In 1937 he sold his farm and moved to British    
Columbia. 
During WW2 he joined the 110th Infantry Reserve Company (Veteran Guard of Canada) in 1940, and was attached 
to the 2nd Battalion Irish Fusiliers (Vancouver Regiment) until his discharge in 1942. 
Harry then joined the Royal Canadian Mounted Police, where he was appointed as a camp guard of a Japanese    
internment camp in Central British Columbia in 1945. 
Harry Churchill Beet VC died on 10th January,1946, and is buried in the Vancouver Veterans Cemetery. 
Harryôs VC group was purchased by the Sherwood Forestersô Old Comrades Association for the sum of Ã2,800.00 
in 1973, with a grant from the Victoria and Albert Museum and by borrowing the remaining £400.00 from a bank. 
His VC was among those loaned for display to the VC Centenary Exhibition, at Marlborough House, London, from 
15th June to 7th July 1956. 

Medal Entitlement 
 

 Victoria Cross 
India General Service Medal 1895-1902 with clasps 

 ñPunjab Frontier 1897 ï 1898ò 
ñTirah 1897 ï 1898ò 

Queenôs South Africa Medal with clasps 1899 ï 1902 
Cape Colony. 

ñOrange Free Stateò 
ñTransvaalò 

Kingôs South Africa Medal 1901 ï 1902 with clasps  
ñSouth Africa 1901ò 
ñSouth Africa 1902ò 

British War Medal    1914 ï 1920 
Victory Medal             1914 ï 1919 

King George V1 Coronation Medal 1937. 
 
 


